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  �  SERVICE OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL �   
 KATHERINE LOIS SCHMELTER 
 Wednesday, March 3, 2010 
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PRESERVICE MUSIC   
 
 The congregation shall stand and turn to face the processional cross. 
 
INVOCATION  
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
P. In the name of the Father and of the �  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C. Amen. 
 
REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
P. In Holy Baptism Kathy was clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteous-

ness that covered all her sin. St. Paul says: “Do you not know that all of 
us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” 

C. We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death, in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 
of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we have been united with 
Him in His death, we will certainly also be united with Him in His 
resurrection. 

 
HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 656 
 
KYRIE 
C. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
SALUTATION  AND COLLECT 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And with thy spirit. 
P. Let us pray. O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving     

kindness to Kathy and to all Your servants who, having finished their 
course in faith, now rest from their labors. Grant that we also may be 
faithful to death and receive the crown of eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C. Amen. 
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 FIRST READING Job 19:21-27 ESV 
After the reading: 
P. This is the Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORY Psalm 51:10-12 
C. Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit with me. 
 Cast me not away from Thy presence, 
  and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
 Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, 
  and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 
 
EPISTLE Revelation 7:9-17 ESV 
After the reading: 
P. This is the Word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb 740 
  Stanza 1: Choir 
  Stanzas 2-3: Congregation 
 
HOLY GOSPEL John 10:7-18 ESV 
P. The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter. 
C. Glory to be to Thee, O Lord! 
 
After the reading: 
P. This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise be to Thee, O Christ! 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
P. God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living 

together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C. I believe in God, the Father Almighty; 
  maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died and was buried. 



4 

   He descended into hell. 
  The third day He rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven 
  and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the �  life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
HYMN Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart  708 
 
SERMON 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P. Let us pray to the Lord our God and Father who raised Jesus from the 

dead. 
 Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into one 

communion in the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Give to Your whole Church in heaven and on earth Your light and Your 
peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C. hear our prayer. 
 
P. Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrec-

tion may die to sin and rise to newness of life and so pass with Him 
through the gate of death and the grave to our joyful resurrection. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C. hear our prayer. 
 
P. Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy body and blood of 

Your Son may be raised to immortality and incorruption and seated 
with You at Your heavenly banquet. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C. hear our prayer. 
 
P. Give to the family of Kathy and all who mourn comfort in their grief 

and a sure confidence in Your loving care that, casting all their sorrow 
on You, they may know the consolation of Your love. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C. hear our prayer. 
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 P. Give courage and faith to the bereaved that they may have strength to 
meet the days ahead in the assurance of a holy and certain hope, in the 
communion of Your Church, and in the joyful expectation of eternal 
life with those they love who have departed in the faith. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C. hear our prayer. 
 
P. Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to be-

lieve and find comfort in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C. hear our prayer. 
 
P. We give You thanks for Kathy and for all the blessings You bestowed on 

her in this earthly life. Bring us at last to our heavenly home, that with 
her we may see You face to face in the joys of paradise. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C. hear our prayer. 
 
P. O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring 

life and immortality to light. We give You thanks that by His death He 
destroyed the power of death and by His resurrection He opened the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers.  Strengthen us in the confidence that 
because He lives we shall live also and that neither death nor life nor 
things present nor things to come will be able to separate us from Your 
love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C. Amen. 
 
P. Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C. Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done 
   on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us; 
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  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us �  from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS  
P. “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me will live, even 
 though He dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 
C. Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 
  according to Thy word, 
 for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 
  which Thou hast prepared before  
  the face of all people, 
 a light to lighten the Gentiles 
  and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
  world without end. Amen. 
P. “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me will live, even 
 though He dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 
 
PRAYER OF COMMENDATION  
P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And with thy spirit. 
P. Let us pray.  Lord God, our Shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your 

flock into the arms of Your mercy and bring them home.  Comfort us 
with the certain hope of a reunion with those who die in the faith and at 
the last a joyful resurrection to everlasting life.  Into Your hands, O 
Lord, we commend Kathy, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C. Amen. 
 
BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION  
P. Let us bless the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
P. The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
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  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and �  give you peace. 
C. Amen, amen, amen. 
 
P. Let us go forth in peace to take our sister to her place of rest. 
C. In the name of the Lord. Amen. 
 
Hymn  I’m But a Stranger Here 748 
 
Postlude I Know That My Redeemer Lives G. Handel 

�������������  
 

Interment immediately following the service at Trinity Lutheran Cemetery. 

All family and friends are invited to a luncheon following the interment in the  
Fellowship Hall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SERVANTS OF THE WORD 

 
Preacher    The Rev. J. Bart Day 
Liturgist   The Rev. Dr. Scott R. Murray 
Lector    The Rev. Charles P. St-Onge 
Crucifer   Mr. Tom duBois 
Organist   Cantor Janet J. Muth 
Choir                                               Memorial Lutheran School Schola Cantorum 
Pallbearers  Mr. Gerald Tackett, Mr. Steve Tackett, Mr. John Listi 
    Mr. Scott George, Mr. Jason Ogden, Mr. Ed Juzi  
Honorary Pallbearers Mr. Charlie Mitschke, Mr. Lee Burrows 

 
Memorial Gifts may be directed to: 

  
Memorial Lutheran Church and School  

5800 Westheimer Road 
Houston, Texas 77057 
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 Katherine Lois Schmelter 
January 2, 1941 - February 27, 2010 

      
Katherine Lois Schmelter was born January 
2, 1941 to John Rudolph and Ruth Anna (nee 
Bigon) Schmelter. She was baptized into 
Christ at Bethany Evangelical Lutheran 
Church on March 9, 1941. After several years 
at Bethany Lutheran Elementary School she 
moved to California in 1952. She graduated 
from Bloomington Elementary School in 
1955 and Colton High School in 1959. She 
attended the University of California, River-
side, and then returned to Houston where 
she graduated from the University of Hous-
ton in 1964 with a Bachelor of Business Ad-
ministration. After college she went to work 
for IBM enjoying over 25 years with the 
company. She later worked for BMC Soft-
ware before retiring in 2007. 
 
     She was preceded in death by her parents, sister Ester Ruth Weber, 
brothers John R. Schmelter Jr. and Richard L. Schmelter, and nephews 
John R. Schmelter III and Loren L. Schmelter. She leaves behind step-
mother Gladys Schmelter, stepsister Joyce Butts, stepbrother Stanley Correll 
and wife Joann, sisters in-law, Phyllis Schmelter, Pat Schmelter, and Ginny 
Schmelter. She also left behind many nieces and nephews, great-nieces and 
nephews and great great-nieces and nephews who all knew her as a great 
great-aunt. 
 
     Kathy was a faithful member of Memorial Lutheran Church. While an 
active member of the Lutheran Women in Mission, she is most remembered 
for her weekly “greeter” duties. Kathy was the first person to meet you at the 
door of the church. Her smile and love for life will be missed by all. 

 


