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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT

DecembeR0, 2009
(Lutheran Service Bdik7-183

Preservice Music

Prelude Lasst uns erfreuen H. Schroeder
! Hymn Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 670

Confession and Absolution 167

Catechism The Third Article of the Creed 323

P.  The Third Article of the Creed

C. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christiahurch, the commun-
ion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the redioneof the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

P.  What does this mean?

C. | believe that | cannot by my own reason or stiebglieve in Jesus
Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spihas called me
by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, séadtand kept me
in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathenlightens, and
sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, keeps it with
Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this ChastiChurch He daily
and richly forgives all my sins and the sins dballevers. On the
Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and gternal life to
me and all believers in Christ. This is most celtarue.

Service of the Word

Introit (sung responsiyely 1Sam2:b, 2, 6-7;antiphon:Lukel:46-47
P. My soul magni- | fies the Lord,*

and my spirit rejoices in God mgVj@.
C. My mouth derides my | enemies,*

because | rejoice in your sal-ipmat
P.  There is none holy | like tloRD;*

there is none besides you; theoerexk | like our God.
C. The barren has borne | seven,*

but she who has many children ¢itofn.
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P.  The brp kills and | brings to life;*
he brings down to Sheol and | ragses
C. The LorD makes poor and | makes rich;*
he brings low and | he exalts.
Glory be to the Father ahtb the Son
and to the HolySpirit;
as it was in the bpginning¥
is now, and will be forevEAmen.
P. My soul magni- | fies the Lord,*
and my spirit rejoices in God myVj@.
Kyrie 168

Salutation and Collect of the Day 172

P. Stir up Your power, O Lqorand come and help us by Your might, that
the sins which weigh us down may be quickly ftedour grace and
mercy; for Yolive and reign with the Father and the Holy Sinig
God, now and forever.

C. Amen

{1 Old Testament Micah5:2-b ESV
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathahshall return to the people of Israel.
who are too little to be among théAnd he shall stand and shepherd
clans of Judah, from you shall conmes flock in the strength of the
forth for me one who is to be ruleLorbD, in the majesty of the name of
in Israel, whose origin is from othe LORD his God. And they shall
old, from ancient days’Therefore dwell secure, for now he shall be
he shall give them up until the timgreat to the ends of the eartAnd
when she who is in labor has givée shall be their peace.
birth; then the rest of his brothers

Gradual Zecharidh9 Psalnill18:2alt.

Epistle Reading Hebre®5-10 ESV
When Christ came into the worldfaken no pleasure/Then | said,

he said, “Sacrifices and offerings y@&ehold, | have come to do your
have not desired, but a body hawell, O God, as it is written of me in
you prepared for mén burnt of- the scroll of the book.”*When he
ferings and sin offerings you hasaid above, “You have neither de-
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sired nor taken pleasure in sacrifiggsur will.” He abolishes the first in
and offerings and burnt offeringerder to establish the secofidnd
and sin offerings” (these are offerbg that will we have been sanctified
according to the law)ythen he through the offering of the body of
added, “Behold, | have come to diesus Christ once for all.

| Alleluia and Verse 173

Holy Gospel Luké&:39-45 ESV

In those days Mary arose and wesdd blessed is the fruit of your
with haste into the hill country, to avomb!“And why is this granted to
town in Judahi’and she entered theme that the mother of my Lord
house of Zechariah and greetastiould come to mé%or behold,
Elizabeth. And when Elizabethwhen the sound of your greeting
heard the greeting of Mary, the balmame to my ears, the baby in my
leaped in her womb. And Elizabetivomb leaped for joj*And blessed
was filled with the Holy Spirit,is she who believed that there would
42and she exclaimed with a loud crige a fulfillment of what was spoken
“Blessed are you among womein, her from the Lord.”

ti Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 357
Stanza&3 All
Stanza: Men
Stanz& Women and Children
Stanza6& 7. All

Sermon Two Women, One Joy Luke9-45
i Creed We All Believe in One True God 954
) Prayer of the Church
{1 Offering Gabriel, You Brought to Mary  Arr. K. Hildebrand
i Offertory What Shall | Render 176

Service of the Sacrament
Preface 177
Sanctus 178



” Vi g

Prayer of Thanksgiving 178

Lord’s Prayespoken by congregption 179
The Words of Our Lord 179
Pax Domini 180
Agnus Dei 180
Hymns My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord 934
O Little Town of Bethlehem 361
Anthem He Shall Feed His Flock G. F. Handel
Nunc Dimittis 182
Post-Communion Collect 183
Benediction 183
Hymn Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord 935
Postlude Wo Gott zum Haus J. Pachelbel

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting Two futhetan Service Book2006Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with peoniss

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quagagienfrom The Holy Bible, English Standard Vexsipyright €2001by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News arblis
Used by permission. All rights reserved. CreatedHgyan Service Builder2b06Concordia Publishing House.

Servants of the Word

Presiding Minister Rev. Dr. Scott R. Murray
Preacher Rev. Charles St-Onge
Assisting Minister Rev. Charles Wokoma
Organist Cantor Janet Muth
Soloistsq:1p Linda Steinbrueck
Choir (11:0p MLC Adult Choir
Soloists11:0p Catharine Brda, Noreen Linke
Trumpet Joshua Saenz, Chris Clark



Communion Information

Memorial Lutheran Church is a membevho are members of our confessional fel-
of The Lutheran Church—Missouriowship {Corinthiansl0and 1} lest the
Synod, a family of congrena- sacrament be taken for harm.
tions who pledge themsel We want to express our sincere

to teach and confess the s 4@ welcome to our guests and as-
W_ sure them that for their spiri-

teachings. Members in gc
V tual welfare we practice closed

standing of Luthera
Church—Missouri  Syno i communion. For those who

(LCMS) congregations a — do not receive the sacrament
those who belong to congre- this day we ask that you con-
gations that are in altar and pulpit fellowinue to pray that through the power of
ship with the LCMS are welcome to conthe Holy Spirit our Lord would through

mune. the truth of His Word destroy all the walls
We believe that we are given a greattteat yet divide us. If you desire to learn
sponsibility to distribute the holy bodynore about this teaching of the church,

and blood of Christ only to those persopfease speak with one of the pastors.

Sundaybecember0) ed}?lmr}; Friday(Christmas Day)
Isaiad0:18-41:10 Isaia49:1-18
Revelatio8:1-13 Matthew1:1-17
Psaln4 Psali2, 98, 96

Monday Saturdayznd Day of Christmas)
Isaial42:1-25 Wednesday Isaiah 49:22-26; 50:4-
Revelatio®:1-12 Isaial43:25-44:20 51:8, 12-16
Psalm22 Revelatiori1:"1-19 Matthew1:18-25

Tuesday Psalns0 Psalml16, 119:1-24; 27
Isaiald3:1-24 ThursdayChristmas Eve) Sundayad Day of Christmas)
Revelatio®:13-10:11 Isaia4:21-45:13, 20-25 Isaia®b1:17-52:12
Psaln33 Revelatiorl2:1-17 Matthew2:1-12

Psalml9, 132, 114 PsalnB4, 19, 121



WHAT 'SHAPPENING AT MEMORIAL LUTHERAN

IN THE NAME OF OUR REDEEMER Je- family discussions, talk about how sin
sus Christ, we welcome you. We en-causes us to doubt and fear, and just as
courage our visitors to worship with us God provided John to preach forgive-
often and to let us know if we can be of ness and the message of Christ Jesus, the
service. If you do not have a church Savior, He provides us with faithful
home, the pastors will be happy to talk preachers to point us to the Savior from
with you about membership here at sin, death, and the deuvil.

Memorial. Please sign our Rite of
Friendship booklet prior to leaving this
morning so we may acknowledge your
presence, and also pick up one of our
visitor information packets on the east
narthex wall table.

THE CHURCH NURSERY is located in
the blue nursery room in the building
north of the sanctuary. Children up to
three years of age may be left in the
nursery. Do not bring your child to the
nursery if he/she has had a fever within
THE BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS that grace the last24hours, has a cough or might
our chancel are given to the glory of be contagious.

God by Wayne and Arlene Murray in
celebration of their wedding anniversary
on thel3h and in thankfulness of their
many blessings. Flowers are given t
the glory of God by John and Christy
Guess in celebration of AlexXah
birthday and in thankfulness to God for
watching over him.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY AND ADULT IN-
STRUCTION WILL NOT MEET TODAY:

This is the day our Sunday School chil-
Cdren will present the Christmas story to
the church starting 40:00a.m. in the
sanctuary. Please join us in the sanctu-
ary.

ADULT INSTRUCTION will meet again
next Sunday &:45a.m. in the Fellow-
ship Hall. Contact Pastor Murray by
email atsmurray@mlchouston.prgr
questions regarding the class or to regis-
GROWING IN CHRIST: Zechariah spoke ter for the next class beginning January
God’s Word announcing that this baby 31

John would give people knowledge of
salvation in the forgiveness of sins. God
speaks through His holy Word to give
me knowledge of salvation and forgive-
ness through Jesus, His Son. In your

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PRO-
GRAM The Sunday School will present
their Christmas program in the sanctu-
ary this morning starting A9:00a.m.

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS will
meet again Januabyat 10:00a.m. in
the church library. We will not meet
this week.



PASTOR ST-ONGE'S BLOG can be found

BAGELS AND BIBLE STUDY meets on . :
Tuesd ing #30in the Fell at houstonbelief.com. Click on blogs
uesday morning In the FElloW- and look for Lutherant and his picture.

ship Hall. Or go to www.chron.com/channel/
TUESDAY EVENING YOUNG ADULT BI- houstonbelief/commons/lutherant.html
BLE STUDY will not meet again until

JR CONFIRMATION meets today from

Januang. 5:00p.m. t06:30p.m. in the church li-

HANDBELL AND ADULT CHOIRS: Hand  brary. Junior Youth Party to follow in
bells will meet this week on Wednesdathe Youth Room.

meet on Wednesday &00p.m. Call  cemper0, What are the TRUE Mira-

Cantor Muth, 713.782.607/% you are cles of Christmas? Join Pastor David
interested in joining. Schultz and Pastor Scott Murray as they
MEMORIAL MOMENTS is a daily devo- discuss: the meaning o_f incarnation, the
tion written and distributed by Pr. féason for the incarnation, the incarna-

Murray. To join the mailing list, log on ton or the birthday of Jesus, and
to www.memorialmoments.oemd put More. Tune in a:30 p.m. to 100.7

your email address in the sign-up bokM, The Word, KKHT. Stream the
provided. program live at www.kkht.com.

DYING TO LIVE: Join Pr. Murray Sun- LIFE QUOTES - “At Christmas we cele-
days on KKHT100.7FM at 7:00p.m.  brate the ending of a pregnancy and the
Programs are available on demand dt€ginning of seeing the glory of God in

Www_m|chouston.orgnd by podcast at the face Of ChI’ISt and we IOOk forward
iTunes. to the new beginning His death and res-

urrection will bring."Rev. Dr. James I.

STEWARDSHIP EVERY SUNDAY. JESUS | amp, executive director of Lutherans for
repeatedly told His disciples that He jfe

came to do His Father's will. As God’
Chief Steward He used His time anc H OLI DAY
energy to fulfill the Father's purposes

May the Holy Spirit help us grow as Ad | | I |¥| | ;]QQING
vent stewards who use our time and re- _ )
sources in ways that honor our Father j§0in Us in the sanctuary during the
heaven and provide help for our brother§unday School hour next Sunday,

and sisters in Christ. Decembe2h for the annual Sunday
after Christmas Day Hymn Sing.
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ALTAR HLOWERS SEE AMID THE
To sign up for altar flowers, please use |the - WINTER'SSNOW
Flower Chart located in the narthex. ThéSee Amid the Winter’'s Snow” is the th

Do not forget to remit your payment in thgdy the theme of this hymn (LSB3 with
weekly collection plate and please indigati® quiet joy, culminating with the feas
flowers in the memo section of your checkhristmas. Théourthof the Advent dev
Payment envelopes are available with tignal booklets, “Se~
Flower Calendar. If you have questiofsmid the Winter's s,
contact Dorothy Williamson by phone aSnow” is available t @ -
713.932.8184r by e-mail at william-|/day. See an usher

son1609@sbcglobal.net the way out of churcl..

Q)

eme

cost is$43for one arrangement of flower§or our Advent Services and devotions this
and$86for two. year. The services of Advent will be shaped

t of
3_

YOUNG ADULTS BIBLE STUuDY—WILL NOT MEET AGAIN UNTIL JANUARY 5TH
TUESDAYS7-8:3(p.m.
The meeting place is the MLOUfH Room
For information email Pastor St-Ongesabnge@mlichouston.org

MONEY FOR NOTHING
No, this is not some new “Pork Barrel” legislétaom ou

o Value of your giving (up i®@%) - without paying a di
more! If your company provides matching fundg

gifts to charitable organizations, consider gaviggt to
Memorial Lutheran School — indicating that you waunt
corporation’s matching donation to go to the chivoha!
You have doubled your giving at no additional IEgsiu
are a Thrivent member, they also provide matcifisidog
similar types of donations. If you would like tangre suc
a gift, please contact Rob Webber in the church.off

Congress. There are some easy ways you can therease
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WINTER CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NIGHT
JANUARY 13FEBRUARY10

Evening Schedule:
5:00-6:00
Private Confession
& Absolution
Sanctuary

5:30-6:30inner & Fellowship
6:30-7:3Classes

7:35/espers
Sanctuary

The winter term of CEN begins Wednesday, Jah@ang will end Februadd(the wee
before the start of Lent), lasting five weeks.igltlie perfect length of time for yol
commit yourself to a special study of God’s Wotigeofogical topic. A number of ¢
dren have been coming with their parents and gpéujal activities with school teac
If you have a good suggestion for a potentialptésse let the church office know an
will consider your suggestion.

Pastor Murray will be continuing his class ondhmawa of Concord. The class will @
centrate on articléds12including Christ's decent into hell, election,rahuites, an
heresies against the church).

Pastor St-Onge will teach a class on the Quran ekt Testament. The class
read through passages from the Quran using a ebdfferent translations, looking
how Muslim scholars interpret them, comparing thigmteachings on similar issue
the New Testament.

Pastor Cholak and Cantor Muth will teach, “Theoérgl/Music of J. S. Bach.” The ¢
will explore Bach’s life, his upbringing, his tiggmdl training, and his different |
around Germany. The class will take a look atafdmeegreat cantatas and other wi
and his use of theology in the writing of such.

If you would like to sign up to provide a dinneryfaur fellow students, let the chu
office know and we will put you on the schedule.
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POINSETTIAS

season. The single poinsettias &e
= each. Two triples are purchased each
)" and are 34 each. Call the church offig
' 713.782.6079 or email
revcholak@mlichouston.org by Monday

the bulletin. We do ask that the poinset
be left through January

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP
CHRISTMAS PARTY

The time is now! The Junior Youth Gre
firmation Clasgfrom6:30—- 8:00n.).

We'll meet in the youth room and h
“Christmas Games,” including a search fo
missing Christmas Tree!

See you tonight!!!

11
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CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER20—B ECEMBER27

TODAY: FRIDAY: Christmas Day
8:15am  Divine Service MLC&S Offices Closed:;
10:00am Sunday School Christmas Program NO School or Childcare
11:00am Divine Service 10:00am Christmas Day Divine Service

5:00pm  Junior Confirmation
6:30pm  Junior Youth Group Christmas PartpATURDAY:

_ SUNDAY:
MONDAY: L 8:15am  Divine Service
MLS Closed; Childcare open 9:45am  Adult Bible Class, Sunday School

Adult Instruction
11:00am Divine Service
12:30pm  Youth Group
5:00pm  Jr. Confirmation

TUESDAY:
MLS Closed; Childcare open
6:30am  Bagels & Bible Study

WEDNESDAY:
MLS Closed; Childcare open
5:00pm Handbell Rehearsal
7:00pm  Adult Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY: Christmas Eve
MLC&S Offices Closed;
NO School or Childcare
7:00pm Lessons and Carols
10:00pm Candle Light Divine Service

Attendance: Ded3: 2009/346 2008/303 2007/251 Through Decl7?
Tuesday Eucharidt4 Year-to-date Budgeted Offerirg79,800
Year-to-date Actual Offerings: $843,233

Offering Dec13: $20,417 Amount above/(below) Budget$36,56)7

ELDERS ON DUTY ALTAR GUILD
Early: Terry Bomar Late: Steve Tackett Early: Vicki Harvey Late: Betsy Goff
Greg Renzelman Robert Bureneist Hilary Murray Laura Goff
USHERS ON DUTY
Early: Charles Corbin  Late: Jason Ogden ACOLYTES ON DUTY
Steve Emshoff David Payne Early: Nathan Hunt Late: Jack Ogden
Greg Renzelman David Dasari
Neil Matthys Jonathan Bahr
Bill Bahr
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