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THIRD  SUNDAY IN  ADVENT 
December 13, 2009 

  (Lutheran Service Book, 167-183) 
Preservice Music Schmücke dich J. S. Bach 

Prelude Milwaukee A. Lemke 

Hymn  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 341 

Confession and Absolution   167 

Catechism  The Third Article of the Creed  323 

P. The Third Article of the Creed 
C. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the commun-

ion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

P. What does this mean? 
C. I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 

Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me 
by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me 
in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with 
Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily 
and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the 
Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to 
me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true. 

Service of the Word 
Introit (sung responsively)  Ps. 146:5-8 antiphon: Phil. 4:4 

P.     Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 
               again I will say, | Rejoice. 
C.     Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,* 
               whose hope is in the | LORD his God, 
P.     who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is | in them,* 
               who keeps faith for- | ever; 
C.     who executes justice for | the oppressed, 
               who gives food to the | hungry.* 
P.     The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind. 
               The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves   
    the | righteous. 
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C.     Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
               and to the Holy | Spirit; 
         as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
               is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
P.     Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 
               again I will say, | Rejoice. 
Kyrie   168 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  172 

P. Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C.  Amen. 

Gradual Anthem Rejoice! G. F. Handel 

14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 
shout, O Israel!  Rejoice and exult 
with all your heart, O daughter of 
Jerusalem!  15The Lord has taken 
away the judgments against you; he 
has cleared away your enemies.  The 
King of Israel, the Lord, is in your 
midst; you shall never again fear 
evil.  16On that day it shall be said to 
Jerusalem:  “Fear not, O Zion; let 
not your hands grow weak.  17The 
Lord your God is in your midst, a 
mighty one who will save; he will 
rejoice over you with gladness; he 
will quiet you by his love; he will 

exult over you with loud singing.  18I 
will gather those of you who mourn 
for the festival, so that you will no 
longer suffer reproach.  19Behold, at 
that time I will deal with all your 
oppressors.  And I will save the lame 
and gather the outcast, and I will 
change their shame into praise and 
renown in all the earth.  20At that 
time I will bring you in, at the time 
when I gather you together; for I 
will make you renowned and praised 
among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes before 
your eyes,” says the Lord. 

Old Testament  Zephaniah 3:14-20 ESV 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reason-
ableness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. 7And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ  
Jesus. 

Epistle Reading  Philippians 4:4-7 ESV 
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Alleluia and Verse  173 

Hymn Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 345 

Sermon  You were expecting someone else? Luke 7:18-28 

Creed  We All Believe in One True God 954 

Prayer of the Church 

Offering 8:15 Lift up Your Heads G. F. Handel 

 11:oo Lift Up Your Heads,  Text: S. Starke/ 

  You Everlasting Doors Tune P. Liljestrand 

Offertory What Shall I Render 176 
 

18The disciples of John reported all 
these things to him. And John, 
19calling two of his disciples to him, 
sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are 
you the one who is to come, or shall 
we look for another?” 20And when 
the men had come to him, they said, 
“John the Baptist has sent us to you, 
saying, ‘Are you the one who is to 
come, or shall we look for another?’” 
21In that hour he healed many peo-
ple of diseases and plagues and evil 
spirits, and on many who were blind 
he bestowed sight. 22And he an-
swered them,  “Go and tell John 
what you have seen and heard: the 
blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the 
poor have good news preached to 
them. 23And blessed is the one who 

is not offended by me.”  24When 
John’s messengers had gone, Jesus 
began to speak to the crowds con-
cerning John:  “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to see? A 
reed shaken by the wind? 25What 
then did you go out to see? A man 
dressed in soft clothing? Behold, 
those who are dressed in splendid 
clothing and live in luxury are in 
kings’ courts. 26What then did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. 
27This is he of whom it is written,  
“‘Behold, I send my messenger be-
fore your face, who will prepare 
your way before you.’  28I tell you, 
among those born of women none is 
greater than John. Yet the one who 
is least in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he.” 

Holy Gospel Luke 7:18-28 ESV 
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Service of the Sacrament 
Preface  177 

Sanctus  178 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  178 

Lord’s Prayer (spoken by congregation)  179 

The Words of Our Lord  179 

Pax Domini  180 

Agnus Dei  180 

Hymn Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 636 

Anthem  O Lord, How Shall I Meet Thee J. S. Bach 

Nunc Dimittis   182 

Post-Communion Collect  183 

Benediction  183 

Hymn Hark the Glad Sound 349 

Postlude Valet will ich dir geben J. S. Bach 
Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

Servants of the Word 
Presiding Minister Rev. Dr. Scott R. Murray 
Preacher  Rev. Charles St-Onge  
Assisting Minister Rev. Charles Wokoma 
Organist                                                                          Cantor Janet Muth 
Choir (8:15) MLC Adult Choir  
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Memorial Lutheran Church is a member 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod, a family of congrega-
tions who pledge themselves 
to teach and confess the same 
teachings. Members in good 
standing of Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod 
(LCMS) congregations and 
those who belong to congre-
gations that are in altar and pulpit fellow-
ship with the LCMS are welcome to com-
mune. 
We believe that we are given a great re-
sponsibility to distribute the holy body 
and blood of Christ only to those persons 

who are members of our confessional fel-
lowship (1 Corinthians 10 and 11) lest the 

sacrament be taken for harm. 
We want to express our sincere 
welcome to our guests and as-
sure them that for their spiri-
tual welfare we practice closed 
communion. For those who 
do not receive the sacrament 
this day we ask that you con-

tinue to pray that through the power of 
the Holy Spirit our Lord would through 
the truth of His Word destroy all the walls 
that yet divide us. If you desire to learn 
more about this teaching of the church, 
please speak with one of the pastors. 

Communion Information 

Sunday (December 13) 
         Isaiah 29:15-30:14 
         Revelation 1:1-20 
         Psalm 110�

Monday 
         Isaiah 30:15-26 
         Revelation 2:1-29 
         Psalm 40 

Tuesday   
         Isaiah 30:27-31:9 
         Revelation 3:1-22 
         Psalm 85 
 

 
 
 

Wednesday 
         Isaiah 32:1-20 
         Revelation 4:1-11 
         Psalm 14 

 Thursday 
         Isaiah 33:1-24 
         Revelation 5:1-14 
         Psalm 126 

Friday 
         Isaiah 34:1-2, 8-35:10 
         Revelation 6:1-17 
         Psalm 130  

Saturday 
         Isaiah 40:1-17 
         Revelation 7:1-17 
         Psalm 72 

Sunday (December 20) 
         Isaiah 40:18-41:10 
         Revelation 8:1-13 
         Psalm 24 

Search the Scriptures 
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IN  THE NAME OF OUR REDEEMER, Je-
sus Christ, we welcome you. We en-
courage our visitors to worship with us 
often and to let us know if we can be of 
service. If you do not have a church 
home, the pastors will be happy to talk 
with you about membership here at 
Memorial. Please sign our Rite of 
Friendship booklet prior to leaving this 
morning so we may acknowledge your 
presence, and also pick up one of our 
visitor information packets on the east 
narthex wall table.  
 
THE BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS  that grace 
our chancel are given to the glory of 
God by Ann Mathis in celebration of 
her birthday on the 11th and Irene 
Schroeder’s birthday on the 16th and   
in thankfulness of her many bless-
ings.  Flowers are given to the Glory of 
God by Martha Fredenburg in celebra-
tion of Erin’s birthday. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL meets from 9:45 a.m. 
to 10:45 a.m. High School Class meets 
in the youth room with Pastor St-Onge. 
Middle School Class meets in the school 
building, room 215 with Mr. Jeffers. 
Elementary School Classes (1st-5th 
grades) meet in the Music Suite with 
Cantor Muth for Sunday School Choir 
which lasts fifteen minutes. Students are 
then picked up by their teacher and will 
be dismissed at 10:45 a.m. to the Com-
mons. Arrive no later than 9:45 a.m. so 
not to miss or interrupt choir practice. 

Preschool age children (and Kindergart-
ners) meet in room 113 in the Sunday 
School hallway for opening with Mrs. 
Lamberson. Children follow their teach-
ers to class and are picked up in the 
Sunday School hallway promptly at 
10:45 a.m. NOTE: Arrive on time so 
teachers attending late service may ar-
rive on time for church. Two year olds, 
bring a parent and join Ms. Patti in 
Room 116.  
 
GROWING IN  CHRIST: In Sunday 
School today, the children will hear the 
message of the angel to Mary, telling 
her that the promised Savior would be 
born to her (Luke 1:26–38). God favored 
Mary because of Jesus Christ, choosing 
her to be the mother of Jesus. God fa-
vors us because of Jesus Christ, choos-
ing us to be His children! In your family 
discussions, ask your children to tell you 
the story of the angel’s visit to Mary, 
pointing out that because of our sin we 
are separated from God, and we deserve 
nothing from Him. Encourage your 
children, reminding them that God 
grants us unmerited grace and favor be-
cause of His Son, who unites Himself 
with us through His Word and Sacra-
ments.  
 
THE CHURCH NURSERY is located in 
the blue nursery room in the building 
north of the sanctuary. Children up to 
three years of age may be left in the 
nursery. Do not bring your child to the 

WHAT ’S HAPPENING AT MEMORIAL LUTHERAN 
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nursery if he/she has had a fever within 
the last 24 hours, has a cough or might 
be contagious.  
 
ADULT  BIBLE STUDY: Hard Words with 
Pastors Cholak and Day meets in meet-
ing room 165; The Proverbs of Solomon 
with Paul Lodholz and Albert Allen 
meets in the Church Library; and Eng-
lish as a Second Language with Jane 
Obersat meets in the School Library at 
9:45 a.m. today.   
 
ADULT  INSTRUCTION  meets today at       
9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Con-
tact Pastor Murray by email at 
smurray@mlchouston.org, for questions 
regarding the class or to register for the 
next class beginning January 31. 
 
TUESDAY MORNING  BIBLE CLASS meets 
at 10:00 a.m. in the church library. The 
class is studying 1st and 2nd Peter.   
 
BAGELS AND BIBLE STUDY meets on 
Tuesday morning at 6:30 in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  
 
HANDBELL AND ADULT  CHOIRS:  
Handbells will meet this week on Thurs-
day at 5:00 p.m. and the Adult Choir 
will meet on Wednesday at 7:40 p.m. 
Call Cantor Muth, 713.782.6079, if you 
are interested in joining.   
 
MEMORIAL MOMENTS is a daily devo-
tion written and distributed by Pr. 
Murray. To join the mailing list, log on 
to www.memorialmoments.org and put 
your email address in the sign-up box 
provided. 
 

DYING TO LIVE: Join Pr. Murray Sun-
days on KKHT 100.7 FM at 7:00 p.m.  
Programs are available on demand at: 
www.mlchouston.org and by podcast at 
iTunes.  
 
STEWARDSHIP EVERY SUNDAY: Our 
LCMS definition of stewardship begins 
with these words:  “Christian steward-
ship is the free and joyous activity of the 
child of God…”  During this prepara-
tion season of Advent we are reminded 
that Christian stewardship really is free 
and joyous when we acknowledge that 
God is the Owner of all things and He 
delights in lavishing His gifts upon us to 
use to His glory and the welfare of our 
neighbors.  
 
PASTOR ST-ONGE’S BLOG can be found 
at houstonbelief.com. Click on blogs 
and look for Lutherant and his picture. 
Or go to www.chron.com/channel/
houstonbelief/commons/lutherant.html 
 
JR. CONFIRMATION  meets today from 
5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the church li-
brary.  
 
ENGAGING TRUTH , Sunday night, De-
cember 13---  What are the TRUE Mira-
cles of Christmas?  Join Pastor David 
Schultz and Pastor David Bahn as     
they discuss: the Miracles of Birth, the      
Virgin Mother, Joseph’s Dream, Bethle-
hem, the Angel Heralds, the Manger 
and the Star that shone so bright.  Tune 
in at 7:30 p.m. to 100.7 FM, The Word, 
KKHT.  Stream the program live at 
www.kkht.com.   
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LIFE QUOTES - “What a joy to celebrate 
that Jesus’ holy conception and develop-
ment in the womb took the place of our 
unholiness from the moment of concep-
tion (Psalm 51:5).  What a joy to celebrate 
that, in this face lying in a manger, we 
see the face of God who would reveal His 
glory and demonstrate His love through 
His suffering and death on a cross 
(Romans 5:8).” - Rev. Dr. James Lamb, 
executive director of Lutherans for Life. 
 
 

AAAADVENTDVENTDVENTDVENT    TTTTOYOYOYOY    ANDANDANDAND    FFFFOODOODOODOOD     DDDDRIVERIVERIVERIVE    BENEFITING  
WHAM �� ��� �� �	���
 �� ������

� �� �
������� ��

  
Today  is the last day of our Advent Toy & Food Drive. The toys col-
lected benefit the WHAM Annual Toy Drive.  Toys purchased should be 
for boys and girls age ten years and younger. WHAM suggests older chil-
dren receive gift cards that can be used for more personal items.  A $10 
donation would supply one child with a gift.   
 
For information, please contact Brenda Stancik in the MLC office, 
713.782.6079. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
To sign up for altar flowers, please use the 
Flower Chart located in the narthex. The 
cost is $43 for one arrangement of flowers 
and $86 for two.  
Do not forget to remit your payment in the 
weekly collection plate and please indicate 
flowers in the memo section of your check. 
Payment envelopes are available with the 
Flower Calendar. If you have questions 
contact Dorothy Williamson by phone at 
713.932.8184 or by e-mail at william-
son1609@sbcglobal.net 

SEE AMID  THE  
WINTER’S SNOW 

“See Amid the Win-
ter’s Snow” is the 
theme for our Advent 
Services and devotions this year.  The ser-
vices of Advent will be shaped by the theme 
of this hymn (LSB 373) with its quiet joy, 
culminating with the feast of Christmas.  
The third of the Advent devotional book-
lets, “See Amid the Winter’s Snow” is avail-
able today.  See an usher on the way out of 
church for your copy. 

YOUTH  GROUP 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

The Youth Group 
Christmas party will 
be held today after 
late service in the 
youth room.  We’ll 
have lunch, make 
Christmas cards for 

the older members of the congregation, 
decorate the youth room, and play games.  
Come one, come all!  Merry Christmas! 
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 YOUNG ADULTS BIBLE STUDY—THE BOOK OF ACTS 
 

TUESDAYS 7-8:30 p.m. 
 

The meeting place is the  MLC YOUTH  ROOM   
 

For information email Pastor St-Onge at cstonge@mlchouston.org 

RELIGIOUS ART FUND  
  

There are a number of religious art projects (sculptures, paintings, and other items) that 
have been identified by our pastors as being of great benefit to our church and school.  
They would like to enlist the services of Tom duBois to create these iconic pieces for our 
congregation.  If you are interested in contributing to this worthwhile cause, please make 
a donation in support of the effort.  Your donation should be clearly marked “MLCS 
Art” so we can ensure that your funds are appropriately segregated. 
 
If you are interested in supporting a particular artistic undertaking, or just want more in-
formation about currently designated projects, please contact Rob Webber at the church 
office 713.782.6079.  

 THE SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  
 

Parents of Sunday School Children,  
YOUR RESPONSE IS NEEDED! 

To make plans for the Sunday School Christmas Program on 
Sunday, December 20th  at 10 a.m., we need to know if your child 
will be participating.  The Jr. High students will have the speak-
ing parts.  The younger children will be singing and acting out 
the story.  We will have one required practice on Saturday, De-
cember 19th  at 10 a.m. concluding with a pizza lunch.  The re-
maining practices will be included during regular Sunday School 
class time.  To make sure that your child is assigned a part and/or 
costume, please let your child’s Sunday School teacher know or 
email Janet Taylor at tntjbt@sbcglobal.net today! 
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 POINSETTIAS  
Please sign up to purchase poinsettias for the Christmas season. The 
single poinsettias are $8 each. Two triples are purchased every year 
and are $24 each. Call the church office at 713.782.6079 to reserve 
yours.  We do ask that the poinsettias be left through January 3. 

 
JUNIOR  YOUTH  GROUP  

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 
The Junior Youth Group Christmas party will be held next 
Sunday after confirmation class (from 6:30—- 8:00 p.m.).  We’ll 
meet in the youth room and have “Christmas Games,” includ-
ing a search for the missing Christmas Tree!  RSVP to Pastor St
-Onge at cstonge@mlchouston.org.  See you next Sunday!!! 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN SCHOOL ’S  
ADOPT A FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS 

 
We are still collecting money and gift cards for 
the family Memorial Lutheran School has 
adopted for Christmas.  There are eight children 
in the family.  One of the children has been diag-
nosed with brain cancer.  If you would like to 
help us give this family a wonderful Christmas, 
you can bring donations to the school office any 
time before Tuesday, December 15.  For more 
information, please contact Mrs. Fredenburg at 
713-782-4022. 
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Attendance: Dec. 6:  2009/360  2008/310  2007/307 

Tuesday Eucharist: 19 

Offering Dec. 6: $17,652 

Through Dec. 8:  
Year-to-date Budgeted Offerings: $862,204 
Year-to-date Actual Offerings:      $822,816 
Amount above/(below) Budget:    ($39,388) 

ELDERS ON DUTY 
Early:  Terry Bomar Late:  Steve Tackett 
           Greg Renzelman           Robert Burmeister 
 

USHERS ON DUTY 
Early:  Alberto Salazar Late:  John Wagner 
    Jan Morley            Scott George 
           Clarence Kamba            Brian Guske 
    Robert Kline           Greg Koch 
                           Richard Oechslin 

   ALTAR GUILD  
 Early:  Martha Fredenberg  Late:   Dorothy Williamson 
  Ruth Kamba            Katherine Roth  
               

       ACOLYTES ON DUTY 
 Early:  Michael Harvey Late:  Jeremy Leech 
    

TODAY:  
 8:15am Divine Service 
 9:45am Adult Bible Class, Sunday School 
   Adult Instruction 
 11:00am Divine Service   
 12:30pm Youth Group Christmas Party 
 5:00pm Jr. Confirmation 
 
MONDAY: 
 8:30am MLS Chapel 
 9:00am English for Beginners 
 6:00pm Board of Elders Meeting 
 7:00pm Board Meetings 
 8:00pm Parish Planning Council 
  
TUESDAY: 
 6:30am  Bagels & Bible Study 
 7:15am Tuesday Eucharist Service 
 9:00am English Conv. & Pronunciation  
 10:00am Bible Study 
 7:00pm Young Adult Bible Study 
 
WEDNESDAY: 
 9:00am English for Beginners 
 2:00pm Early Childhood Christmas Program 
 7:00pm MLS Advent Service 
 7:40pm Adult Choir Rehearsal  

THURSDAY:  
 9:00am English Conv. & Pronunciation 
 5:00pm Handbell Rehearsal  
  
FRIDAY: 
   Last day of MLS before Christmas 
 9:00am English for Beginners 
 
SATURDAY:  
 7:30am Men’s Bible Study Breakfast 
 8:00am Men’s Bible Study Class 
  
SUNDAY:   

 8:15am Divine Service 
 9:45am Adult Bible Class, Sunday School 
   Adult Instruction 
 11:00am Divine Service  
 5:00pm Jr. Confirmation   
 6:30pm Junior Youth Christmas Party 

CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 13—- DECEMBER 20 


