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SECOND SUNDAY IN  ADVENT 

December 6, 2009 
  (Lutheran Service Book, 167-183) 

Preservice Music Aus meines Hearzen grunde J. G. Walther 

Prelude Aus meines Herzenz grunde P. Manz 

Hymn  Arise, O Christian People 354 

Confession and Absolution (8:15 a.m.)  167 

Sacrament of Baptism (11:00 a.m.)  268 
Aubrey Ann Klander, daughter of Johnny and Nicole Klander, will receive the wash-
ing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit in Holy Baptism.  Her sponsors 
are Lisa Klander, Steven Winkelmann, Marlo Holloway, and Lauren Lecompte. 

Catechism  The Second Article of the Creed  322 
P. The Second Article of the Creed 
C. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pi-
late, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  
The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty.  
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

P. What does this mean? 
C. I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from 

eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, 
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and 
won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; 
not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with 
His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live 
under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteous-
ness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, 
lives and reigns to all eternity.  This is most certainly true. 

Service of the Word 
Introit (sung responsively)  Ps. 81:8, 10-11, 13; antiphon: Luke 3:4b 

P.     The voice of one crying in the | wilderness:* 
               “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his | paths straight.” 
C.     Hear, O my people, while I ad- | monish you!* 
               O Israel, if you would but lis- | ten to me! 
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P.      I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of the land of | Egypt.* 
               Open your mouth wide, and I will | fill it. 
C.     “But my people did not listen | to my voice;* 
               Israel would not sub- | mit to me. 
P.      Oh, that my people would lis- | ten to me,* 
               that Israel would walk | in my ways! 
C.     Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
               and to the Holy | Spirit; 
         as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
               is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
P.     The voice of one crying in the | wilderness:* 
               “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his | paths straight.” 

Kyrie   168 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  172 

P. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only begot-
ten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure 
minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C.  Amen. 

1“Behold, I send my messenger and 
he will prepare the way before me. 
And the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple; and 
the messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight, behold, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 
2But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire 
and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as 
a refiner and purifier of silver, and 
he will purify the sons of Levi and 
refine them like gold and silver, and 
they will bring offerings in right-
eousness to the LORD. 4Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 

be pleasing to the LORD as in the 
days of old and as in former years. 
 5“Then I will draw near to you for 
judgment. I will be a swift witness 
against the sorcerers, against the 
adulterers, against those who swear 
falsely, against those who oppress 
the hired worker in his wages, the 
widow and the fatherless, against 
those who thrust aside the so-
journer, and do not fear me, says the 
LORD of hosts.  6“For I the LORD 
do not change; therefore you, O 
children of Jacob, are not con-
sumed. 7From the days of your fa-
thers you have turned aside from my 
statutes and have not kept them. 

Old Testament  Malachi 3:1-7b ESV 
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Gradual Anthem Daughter of Zion G. F. Handel 

Alleluia and Verse  173 

2Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  3I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you, 4always in 
every prayer of mine for you all 
making my prayer with joy, 5because 
of your partnership in the gospel 
from the first day until now. 6And I 
am sure of this, that he who began a 
good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this 
way about you all, because I hold 
you in my heart, for you are all par-
takers with me of grace, both in my 

imprisonment and in the defense 
and confirmation of the gospel. 8For 
God is my witness, how I yearn for 
you all with the affection of Christ 
Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that your 
love may abound more and more, 
with knowledge and all discern-
ment, 10so that you may approve 
what is excellent, and so be pure and 
blameless for the day of Christ, 
11filled with the fruit of righteous-
ness that comes through Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of 
God. 

Epistle Reading  Philippians 1:2-11 ESV 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of 
Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate be-
ing governor of Judea, and Herod 
being tetrarch of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip tetrarch of the region 
of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Ly-
sanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during 
the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John the son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3And he went into all the 
region around the Jordan, proclaim-
ing a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written 
in the book of the words of Isaiah 
the prophet, “The voice of one cry-
ing in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.  5Every valley shall be filled, 

and every mountain and hill shall be 
made low, and the crooked shall 
become straight, and the rough 
places shall become level ways, 6and 
all flesh shall see the salvation of 
God.’”  7He said therefore to the 
crowds that came out to be baptized 
by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come? 8Bear fruits in keeping 
with repentance. And do not begin 
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abra-
ham as our father.’ For I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to 
raise up children for Abraham. 
9Even now the axe is laid to the root 
of the trees. Every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.”  10And 

Holy Gospel Luke 3:1-14 ESV 
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Hymn On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 344 

Sermon  Lies, Lies, Lies Luke 3:4-8 

Creed  We All Believe in One True God 954 

Prayer of the Church 

Offering 8:15 Freu dich sehr G. Boehm 
 11:oo Comfort Ye/Every Valley G. F. Handel 

Offertory What Shall I Render 176 
Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  177 

Sanctus  178 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  178 

Lord’s Prayer (spoken by congregation)  179 

The Words of Our Lord  179 

Pax Domini  180 

Agnus Dei  180 

Hymns When All the World Was Cursed 346 
 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 347 

Anthem 11:00 Tantum Ergo F. Schubert 
 Translation: Therefore we, before Him bending, 
  This great sacrament revere; 
  Types and shadows have their ending, 
  For the newer rite is here; 
  Faith, our outward sense befriending, 
  Makes our inward vision clear. 

the crowds asked him, “What then 
shall we do?” 11And he answered 
them, “Whoever has two tunics is to 
share with him who has none, and 
whoever has food is to do likewise.” 
12Tax collectors also came to be bap-
tized and said to him, “Teacher, 
what shall we do?” 13And he said to 

them, “Collect no more than you 
are authorized to do.” 14Soldiers also 
asked him, “And we, what shall we 
do?” And he said to them, “Do not 
extort money from anyone by 
threats or by false accusation, and be 
content with your wages.” 
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Servants of the Word 
Presiding Minister (8:15 a.m.) Rev. Dr. Scott R. Murray 
                              (11:00 a.m.) Rev. J. Bart Day 
Preacher  Rev. Charles St-Onge  
Assisting Minister Rev. Charles Wokoma 
Organist                                                                          Cantor Janet Muth 
Choir (11:00 a.m.) MLC Adult Choir  

Nunc Dimittis   182 

Post-Communion Collect  183 

Benediction  183 

Hymn Christ Is Surely Coming 509 

Postlude King’s Weston J. Maunteht 
Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

Memorial Lutheran Church is a member 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod, a family of congrega-
tions who pledge themselves 
to teach and confess the same 
teachings. Members in good 
standing of Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod 
(LCMS) congregations and 
those who belong to congre-
gations that are in altar and pulpit fellow-
ship with the LCMS are welcome to com-
mune. 
We believe that we are given a great re-
sponsibility to distribute the holy body 
and blood of Christ only to those persons 

who are members of our confessional fel-
lowship (1 Corinthians 10 and 11) lest the 

sacrament be taken for harm. 
We want to express our sincere 
welcome to our guests and as-
sure them that for their spiri-
tual welfare we practice closed 
communion. For those who 
do not receive the sacrament 
this day we ask that you con-

tinue to pray that through the power of 
the Holy Spirit our Lord would through 
the truth of His Word destroy all the walls 
that yet divide us. If you desire to learn 
more about this teaching of the church, 
please speak with one of the pastors. 

Communion Information 
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IN  THE NAME OF OUR REDEEMER, Je-
sus Christ, we welcome you. We en-
courage our visitors to worship with us 
often and to let us know if we can be of 
service. If you do not have a church 
home, the pastors will be happy to talk 
with you about membership here at 
Memorial. Please sign our Rite of 
Friendship booklet prior to leaving this 
morning so we may acknowledge your 
presence, and also pick up one of our 
visitor information packets on the east 
narthex wall table.  
 
THE BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS that grace 
our chancel are given to the glory of 
God by Tim and Janet Taylor in cele-
bration of Grant’s birthday on the 1st, 
Tim’s birthday on the 7th , and Travis’s 
birthday on the 11th.  Flowers are given 
to the Glory of God by Jim and Krista 
Hunt in celebration of Rachel, Jim, 
Krista, and Nathan’s birthdays and in 
thankfulness for their many blessings. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL meets from 9:45 a.m. 
to 10:45 a.m. High School Class meets 
in the youth room with Pastor St-Onge. 
Middle School Class meets in the school 
building, room 215 with Mr. Jeffers. 
Elementary School Classes (1st-5th 
grades) meet in the Music Suite with 
Cantor Muth for Sunday School Choir 
which lasts fifteen minutes. Students are 
then picked up by their teacher and will 
be dismissed at 10:45 a.m. to the Com-
mons. Arrive no later than 9:45 a.m. so 

not to miss or interrupt choir practice. 
Preschool age children (and Kindergart-
ners) meet in room 113 in the Sunday 
School hallway for opening with Mrs. 
Lamberson. Children follow their teach-
ers to class and are picked up in the 
Sunday School hallway promptly at 
10:45 a.m. NOTE: Arrive on time so 
teachers attending late service may ar-
rive on time for church. Two year olds, 
bring a parent and join Ms. Patti in 
Room 116.  
 
GROWING IN  CHRIST: Today’s Sunday 
School lesson is the foretelling of the 
birth of John the Baptist (Luke 1:5–25). 
The children learned that God in His 
mercy promised to send John to prepare 
sinful people for the coming of the 
Lord. God in His Word calls us (sinful 
people) to repentance, declaring us 
righteous because of His Son, Jesus. In 
your family discussions, ask the children 
to retell the story they learned. Talk 
about times when you have doubted 
God’s Word and how because of Jesus, 
God forgives our doubts, granting us 
faith to believe through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
THE CHURCH NURSERY is located in 
the blue nursery room in the building 
north of the sanctuary. Children up to 
three years of age may be left in the 
nursery. Do not bring your child to the 
nursery if he/she has had a fever within 
the last 24 hours, has a cough or might 
be contagious.  

WHAT ’S HAPPENING AT MEMORIAL LUTHERAN 
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ADULT  BIBLE STUDY: Hard Words with 
Pastors Cholak and Day meets in meet-
ing room 165; The Proverbs of Solomon 
with Paul Lodholz and Albert Allen 
meets in the Church Library; and Eng-
lish as a Second Language with Jane 
Obersat meets in the School Library at 
9:45 a.m. today.   
 
ADULT  INSTRUCTION  meets today at       
9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Con-
tact Pastor Murray by email at 
smurray@mlchouston.org, for questions 
regarding the class or to register for the 
next class beginning January 31. 
 
TUESDAY MORNING  BIBLE CLASS meets 
at 10:00 a.m. in the church library. The 
class is studying 1st and 2nd Peter.   
 
BAGELS AND BIBLE STUDY meets on 
Tuesday morning at 6:30 in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  
 
HANDBELL AND ADULT  CHOIRS: Hand 
bells will meet this week on Thursday at 
5:00 p.m. and the Adult Choir will meet 
on Thursday at 7:00 p.m. Call Cantor 
Muth, 713.782.6079, if you are interested 
in joining.   
 
MEMORIAL MOMENTS is a daily devo-
tion written and distributed by Pr. 
Murray. To join the mailing list, log on 
to www.memorialmoments.org and put 
your email address in the sign-up box 
provided. 
 
DYING TO LIVE: Join Pr. Scott Murray 
Sunday on KKHT 100.7 FM or 
KKHT.com at 7:00 p.m.  Programs are 

a v a i l a b l e  o n  d e m a n d  a t : 
www.mlchouston.org and by podcast at 
iTunes.  
 
WORSHIP TIPS: The church’s service of 
Word and Sacraments is an experience 
that is radically different from every 
other communal experience. The church 
service is not (and should not be) enter-
tainment, like the “Tonight Show.” It 
will not (and should not) reinforce our 
cultural prejudices. So the habits we gain 
from our entertainment culture should 
not be imported into the church’s activ-
ity and life, but be resisted. We also need 
to be concerned about our fellow wor-
shippers and their ability to concentrate 
on the Word of the Lord. The ushers, 
elders, pastors, and all your fellow be-
lievers appreciate your longstanding 
commitment for dignified and faithful 
services here at Memorial Lutheran 
Church and School.  
 
STEWARDSHIP EVERY SUNDAY: Paul 
considered the Philippians to be valuable 
and joyful partners with him in sharing 
the Gospel.  In response to Paul’s needs 
while in prison they practiced good 
stewardship by providing for his physical 
needs.  Likewise, we practice good stew-
ardship when we share our material 
blessings with those in need. 
 
PASTOR ST-ONGE’S BLOG can be found 
at houstonbelief.com. Click on blogs 
and look for Lutherant and his picture. 
Or go to www.chron.com/channel/
houstonbelief/commons/lutherant.html. 
 



9 

 

JR. CONFIRMATION  meets today from 
5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the church li-
brary.  
 
BAPTISM: Today in the late service, Au-
bry Ann Klander joins our Christian 
family through the holy waters of Bap-
tism.  Aubrey is the daughter of Johnny 
and Nicole Klander.  Her Christian 
sponsors are Lisa Klander, Steven 
Winkelmann, Marlo Holloway, and Lau-
ren Lecompte.  We welcome Aubrey into 
our Christian family! 
 
ENGAGING TRUTH  We have witnessed 
the impact custody challenges have on 
the family, especially children in-
volved.  In the US, 11.7 million children 
lived in single parent households in 
2007.  Should we accept divorce as a fact 
of modern life?  What should the 
Church’s role be in this?  Join Diane 
Lamberson, a Licensed Clinical Social 

Worker at Interface-Samaritan Counsel-
ing Centers and her guest Stephen Bask-
erville, PhD., author of Taken Into Cus-
tody: The war against Fathers, Marriage, 
and the Family as they take your calls and 
discuss “Custody Challenges – Are Fa-
thers And Families Being Treated 
Fairly?”  Tune in at 7:30 p.m. 100.7 FM, 
The Word, KKHT.  Or stream the pro-
gram live at www.kkht.com. 
 
ALTAR FLOWER CHART  The 2010 altar 
flower chart is now posted in the narthex.  
The cost is $43 for one arrangement of 
flowers and $86 for two.  Do not forget 
to remit your payment in the weekly col-
lection plate and please indicate flowers 
in the memo section of your check. Pay-
ment envelopes are available with the 
Flower Calendar. If you have questions 
contact Dorothy Williamson by phone at 
713.932.8184. 

 

Sunday (December 6) 
         Isaiah 14:1-23 
         2 Peter 3:1-18 
         Psalm 25 

Monday 
         Isaiah 24:1-13 
         1 John 1:1-2:14 
         Psalm 40 

Tuesday   
         Isaiah 24:14-25:12 
         1 John 2:15-29 
         Psalm 85 
 
 
 

 

Wednesday 
         Isaiah 26:1-19 
         1 John 3:1-24 
         Psalm 14 

 Thursday 
         Isaiah 26:20-27:13 
         1 John 4:1-21 
         Psalm 126 

Friday 
         Isaiah 28:14-29 
         1 John 5:1-21 
         Psalm 130 

Saturday 
         Isaiah 29:1-14 
         Jude 1-25 
         Psalm 80 

Sunday (December 13) 
         Isaiah 29:15-30:14 
         Revelation 1:1-20 
         Psalm 110 

Search the Scriptures 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  
 

Parents of Sunday School Children, YOUR RESPONSE IS 
NEEDED! 

To make plans for the Sunday School Christmas Program on 
Sunday, December 20th  at 10 a.m., we need to know if your child 
will be participating.  The Jr. High students will have the speak-
ing parts.  The younger children will be singing and acting out 
the story.  We will have one required practice on Saturday, De-
cember 19th  at 10 a.m. concluding with a pizza lunch.  The re-
maining practices will be included during regular Sunday School 
class time.  To make sure that your child is assigned a part and/or 
costume, please let your child’s Sunday School teacher know or 
email Janet Taylor at tntjbt@sbcglobal.net today! 

PEW BIBLES 
We are raising funds to purchase new Bibles 

for the pew racks.  
The new Bibles will 
match the Lutheran 
Service Books.  We 
are about 75% of the 
way to our goal.  If 
you are interested in 
donating to this 
cause, please contact 
Rob Webber in the 
Church office.   

RELIGIOUS ART FUND  
 

There are a number of religious art projects (sculptures, paintings, and other items) that have 
been identified by our pastors as being of great benefit to our church and school.  They would 
like to enlist the services of Tom duBois to create these iconic pieces for our congregation.  If you 
are interested in contributing to this worthwhile cause, please make a donation in support of the 
effort.  Your donation should be clearly marked “MLCS Art”, so we can ensure that your funds 
are appropriately segregated. 
 
If you are interested in supporting a particular artistic undertaking, or just want more information 
about currently designated projects, please contact Rob Webber at the church office 713.782.6079.  

PEP CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Mark you calendar for December 12 at 6:30 
p.m.  Our party this year will be held in our 
beautiful Fellowship Hall at Memorial   
Lutheran Church & School.  We have a 
fabulous caterer lined 
up to prepare scrump-
tious food for our  
celebration. Please 
make sure your $25 has 
been received by the 
PEP Club treasurer. 
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Today we are kicking off a Toy and Food Drive during this year’s Advent 
season.  We will collect toys and non-perishable food items through the 
third Sunday in Advent, December 13.  The toys collected in our drive 
will benefit the WHAM Annual Toy Drive.  Toys purchased should be 
for boys and girls age ten years and younger. WHAM suggests older chil-
dren receive gift cards that can be used for more personal items.  A $10 
donation would supply one child with a gift.   
 
For information, please contact Brenda Stancik in the MLC office, 
713.782.6079. 

THE LUTHERAN H IGH  NORTH  MUSIC DEPARTMENT will present its biennial lessons and carols 
worship service at Memorial Lutheran Church, today, December 6th  at 3:00 p.m.   

This year’s service entitled In the Tender Compassion of Our God will trace man’s need for a Savior 
and God’s ultimate act of compassion in sending his Son, Jesus Christ, to be that Savior for 
us.  The message of salvation will be proclaimed through readings, carols, anthems, a short ser-
mon, and congregational hymns.   Featured performers will be the Lutheran High North Concert 
Band and Concert Choir.  A piece has been specially commissioned for this 
event.  Come out and see what great music these high school musicians have 
prepared to proclaim the tender compassion of our God. 
 
Please join us as we celebrate the Advent of our Lord and remember The 
Tender Compassion of Our God.  Everyone is welcome to attend this service of 
lessons and carols.  A free-will offering will be collected.  See you this after-
noon at 3:00 p.m. 

YOUNG ADULTS BIBLE STUDY—THE BOOK OF ACTS 
TUESDAYS 7-8:30 p.m. 

The meeting place is the  MLC YOUTH  ROOM   
For information email Pastor St-Onge at cstonge@mlchouston.org 

SEE AMID  THE WINTER’S SNOW 
“See Amid the Winter’s Snow” is the theme for our Advent Services and devotions this year.  
The services of Advent will be shaped by the theme of this hymn (LSB 373) with its quiet joy, 
culminating with the feast of Christmas.  The second of the Advent devotional booklets, “See 
Amid the Winter’s Snow” is available today.  Get your copy in the narthex. 
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Attendance: Nov. 29:  2009/309 2008/382 2007/254 

Tuesday Eucharist: 17 

Offering Nov. 29: $18,224 

Through Nov. 30:  
Year-to-date Budgeted Offerings: $844,608 
Year-to-date Actual Offerings:      $805,528 
Amount above/(below) Budget:    ($39,080) 

ELDERS ON DUTY 
Early:  Terry Bomar Late:  Steve Tackett 
           Greg Renzelman           Robert Burmeister 
 

USHERS ON DUTY 
Early:  Michael Albert Late:  C.D. Stenberg 
    Ken Zimmerman            Adam Helleck 
            Jim Keller             Ross Bartley 
    David Moeller           Steve Reavis 
    David Browne            

   ALTAR GUILD  
 Early:  Mary Beth Ehrke  Late:   Sylvia Atsinger 
                 Debbie Allen  
               

       ACOLYTES ON DUTY 
 Early:  John Albert Late:  Joshua Cadungog 
    

TODAY:  
 8:15am Divine Service 
 9:45am Adult Bible Class, Sunday School 
   Adult Instruction 
 11:00am Divine Service   
 12:30pm Young Adult Lunch 
 3:00pm LHN Lessons and Carols 
 5:00pm Jr. Confirmation 
 
MONDAY: 
 8:30am MLS Chapel 
 9:00am English for Beginners 
  
TUESDAY: 
 6:30am  Bagels & Bible Study 
 7:15am Tuesday Eucharist Service 
 9:00am English Conv. & Pronunciation  
 10:00am Bible Study 
 7:00pm Young Adult Bible Study 
 
WEDNESDAY: 
 9:00am English for Beginners 
 7:00pm MLS Advent Service 

THURSDAY:  
 9:00am English Conv. & Pronunciation 
 5:30pm Handbell Rehearsal  
 7:00pm Adult Choir Rehearsal  
 
FRIDAY: 
 9:00am English for Beginners 
 
SATURDAY:  
 7:30am Men’s Bible Study Breakfast 
 8:00am Men’s Bible Study Class 
 6:00pm PEP Club Christmas Party 
  
SUNDAY:   

 8:15am Divine Service 
 9:45am Adult Bible Class, Sunday School 
   Adult Instruction 
 11:00am Divine Service  
 12:30pm Youth Group Christmas Party 
 5:00pm Jr. Confirmation   

CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 6—- DECEMBER 13 


